
 

 

 

 

Scrapie Monitoring 

Ireland in accordance with Regulation (EC) 999/2001 institutes an active and passive surveillance 

plan for scrapie in sheep and goats. As per Annex III, Chapter A, Part II, point 2 and 3 we monitor in 

ovine animals slaughtered for human consumption actively sampling 10, 000 samples in sheep per 

year. In animals not slaughtered for human consumption we actively monitor by sampling 10, 000 

samples per year in sheep and up to 100 goats ( Goat population is less than 40,000). Monitoring is 

also carried out in flocks which are under TSE control and eradication. Monitoring is carried out in 

accordance with laboratory methods laid down in Annex X, Chapter C, point 3.2 (b), that is the 

samples taken from the brain are examined by a rapid test which detects all known strains of TSE. If 

the rapid test is positive or inconclusive then a  confirmatory diagnosis is made on histological 

examination, immunohistochemistry or Western blotting of tissues after death. If the rapid test is 

negative or inconclusive the tissues are submitted to a further examination by immunohistochemistry 

or Western blotting.  

Passive surveillance is also in operation. When an animals is suspected of having a TSE based on 

clinical signs the animal is subjected to a rapid test and a confirmatory test as outlined above. 

 

Scrapie: Control and Eradication 

If a TSE is suspected in an ovine or caprine animals the flock/herd is placed under restriction pending 

the results of the confirmatory test. After confirmation of a TSE: 

1. If BSE cannot be excluded all animals , embryos and ova are destroyed without delay 

2. If Classical Scrapie is confirmed Ireland have opted for option 2 of point 2.2.2 of Chapter B 

of Annex VII which involves the killing and complete destruction of susceptible animals 

only. Following genotyping the susceptible animals are removed and destroyed leaving only 

desirable genotypes on the farm. (What do we do if we get a positive goat- do we revert to 

complete destruction) All animals over 18 months killed for destruction are TSE rapid tested. 

3. If Atypical Scrapie is confirmed an intensified TSE monitoring programme is put in 

place whereby all animals over 18 months slaughtered for human consumption or 

which have died or been killed shall be tested for TSEs for a period of 2 years. 

 

A total of 185 sheep flocks were restricted from October 2003 to date with 160 of these flocks now 

de-restricted. There were 8 flocks (4 atypical) restricted in 2013.  Since 2014 to date there have been 

14 restrictions (5 classical and 9 atypical). The goat population in Ireland following the 2014 census is 

15794 goats. To date Ireland has not had a positive TSE rapid test in a goat thus we have had no goat 

herds under restriction for classical or atypical scrapie. 

 

 

In 2014 an Active Surveillance Programme involved the testing of 10,488 sheep over 18 months of 

age at slaughter plants and 10,903 fallen sheep at knackeries. Annually we are required to test up to 

100 goats in knackeries. Very few goats are slaughtered for meat- this occurs at Local Authority 

abattoirs. So far in 2015 we have tested 86 goats in the knackeries and 0 goats in local authority 

abattoirs. In 2014 we tested 91 goats in knackeries and 5 in local authority abattoirs. In 2013 we tested 
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76 goats in knackeries and 4 in local abattoirs. In 2012 we tested 59 goats in knackeries and 5 in local 

authority abattoirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year No of Samples Positives Negatives Percentage 

Positive % 

2014 21,760 26 21,734 0.12 

2015 22,179 8 22,171 0.04 

2016 21,565 2 21,563 0.001 

2017 21,491 12 21,299 0.06 


